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WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO 
DO AT THE LIBRARY?

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO 

READ • PLAY • BORROW • LISTEN • 
WATCH • TEACH •BROWSE • LEARN 
• RELAX • RESEARCH • DONATE 
• STUDY • VOLUNTEER • DRAW • 
CONNECT • WORK • MEET • LAUGH 

• PREPARE• DREAM

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9-6, 
Thursday: 9-8, Saturday: 9-5

24/7 at www.BHPL.net
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$10,000 & Over
Anonymous
Friends of the Blue Hill Library
Estate of Phyllis Hamabe
Francis & Louise Nichols Foundation
Town of Blue Hill

$5,000-$9,999
The Maurice Amado Fdn. -recommended 

by David & Meredith Amado
The Becton Family Foundation
GB Knecht Foundations - 

recommended by Jean Madonna
Lawrence Family Foundation
Maine Community Fdn.-Grants to Green

$2,000-$4,999
Anonymous (2)
Anonymous - in honor of Jean Palmer Messex
Clements Family Charitable Trust
Cornerstones of Science
The Dethier Family - in memory of 

Charles & Maisie Dethier
The Merle B. Grindle Agency
Elisabeth Heinicke and Michael Levin
Stanley Family Foundation- 

recommended by Susan Taylor

Town of Penobscot
Town of Sedgwick
Town of Surry

$1,500-$1,999
Benedict-Miller Foundation - 

recommended by Edward Swain
Colloquy Downeast
Richard & Brooke Dojny
Maine Community Foundation -

Maine Equity Fund
Mary Whiting & Rick Traub - FSG

$1,000-$1,499
Andrew Abrams & Ann Sterling - 

through Sirius Fund, Maine Cmty Fdn
Anonymous
The Charles H. Pearson Foundation 
The Charlotte’s Web Foundation - 

recommended by Ann Luskey
Clements Family Charitable Trust - 

recommended by Robin & Beth Clements
Richard & Leslie Fairbanks
Anne & Ted Johnson
Mary Tyler Knowles & Laurence Flood
Macy & Bob Lasky
Linda & Steve Lindsay

Lojo Foundation - recommended by 
Chris Baker & Jodi Ireland

Diane & Jim Lyon
Maine State Library
Sarah McCloskey
Ms. Julie Nicholson
Prior Family Foundation
David & Joyce Snow
The Taber Foundation - 

recommended by Stephen Taber
William & Phyllis Taylor - FSG
Whitehall Foundation- recommended by

 Meredith & Anthony Newton
Marjorie L. Yesley

$500-$999
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Gayle & Dana Bennett
Ruth Billings
Lynn Cheney - FSG
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clapp
Downeast Chapter Maine Audubon 
Julia Cluett & Robert Shepley
Anne Cushman - FSG
Blaise deSibour & Leslie Clapp
Wade & Virginia Duym
Shepard Krech & Sheila Ffolliott

Laurence Garceau
John & Rose Herman Foundation - 

recommended by Jacquelynn Kaufman
Jeremy Jackson & Nancy Knowlton 
Judith Keenan
Gilbert & Rebecca Kerlin
Edward & Carolyn Kiessling
Meg & Miles Maiden - in memory of 

Joel Davis
Dick & Mindy Marshuetz
John H. Murphy
National Shellfisheries Assoc. - 

in memory of Joel Davis
Linda & Peter Nelson
Crocker & Liza English Nevin - FSG
Katrina Parson
Sarah Pebworth & Julie Jo Fehrle
Arthur & Abby Ryan
Susan D. Shaw & Cynthia Stroud
Bob & Linda Slaven - FSG
Nina Munk & Peter Soriano - FSG
The First, NA
Chris & Frank Wanning
Mary & Ted Wendell
Allene White
Wilder Family Charitable Fund
The Williams Family Foundation

$200-$499
Bill & Lanny Anderson - in honor of 

Anne Cushman
Leslie Anderson & Dan Nygaard
Anonymous (3)
Patty Bacon
Pat Baird
Rainette Bannon
Mary Barnes & Peter Neill
Amy Barrett & Jonathan Lethem
Lucy Benjamin & Clifton Page
Benjamin Moore & Co.- 

recommended by Donna & Yvan Dupuy
The Blue Hill Inn
The Borealis Press
Terence & Amy Britton
Brooklin Garden Club
Jack & Wendy Brown
Leonard & Elizabeth Buck
The Camden Conference
Lindsey & Teo Canino
Lucia & Peter Gill Case
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Chisholm - in honor 

of Jean Palmer Messex
Don & Deb Christian
Sarah A. Clark
Julia Clayton

OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL 2016 DONORS, WHOSE GIFTS KEEP THE LIBRARY 
DOORS OPEN FOR EVERYONE 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
A FUTURE-PROOF LIBRARY

–BY RICH BOULET

It’s hard to believe that January was my 15th anniversary as Library 
Director at the Blue Hill Public Library. The BHPL Board of  Directors 
recognized that milestone by sending me packing…in the best possible 
way.  They encouraged me to take time away from 
Blue Hill to see what’s new and different in other 
libraries. I took the opportunity to visit a dozen 
libraries from St. Johnsbury, VT to Darien, CT. It 
was a fascinating tour, full of  inspiration, and one 
of  the best professional development experiences I 
have had.

Before that trip, I had already given some thought 
to the notion of  “future-proofi ng” our library, and 
public libraries in general, partly refl ecting on an 
interesting 2008 Library Journal report about 
library buildings which contended: 

“A future-proof  library design strives to create 
spaces that are lovable, responsive, energy productive, resource 
effective, and perpetually signifi cant. Future-proof  libraries 
thrive on change.” (emphasis is mine.)

Those words continue to resonate with me, and 
they were in the forefront of  my mind as I drove 
around New England.

In 2001, just before I began working here, BHPL 
made a huge investment in its building and its future 
relevancy by fully renovating and expanding the library. 
Since then we have continually invested in better services and facilities. It’s 
been my pleasure and honor to be a part of  renovations in the Larchwood 
(children’s) Room, the Young Adult Area (which is now a hive of  activity), 

and the Elvira Bass Meeting & Archive Room (aka “the Bassment”) which 
helps absorb the huge demand we’ve seen for meeting spaces. In addition, we 
have completed numerous “systems” upgrades: lighting, sustainable heating, 
HVAC effi ciency, and a back-up power generator that was installed last year 
with help from many of  you. During that span of  time, while increasing our 
operating hours 30%—from 38 weekly in 2003 to 55 weekly in 2017—we 
decreased our overall electricity use by 40%.

On the non-architectural front, we also made 
investments in library services. Early on, the library 
established a Youth Services  position, initially part-
time. To avoid excessive staff  turnover, which means 
better services to you, we also raised wages to parity 
with comparable libraries. Online services have 
been considerably enhanced with a better website, 
improved catalog software, a good events calendar, 
meeting room scheduling, and lots of  down-loadable 
e-content (books, audiobooks, music). In short, 
since 2001 BHPL has continuously worked to 
improve services for you, our patrons.

Looking ahead, we still have a lot of  work to 
do. The library’s visitation stats have continued to 
increase—in 2016 we welcomed about 130,000 
people through our doors, an all-time high. This 
means that the library can sometimes feel crowded 
and less peaceful than some would like. 

To assess whether we are making the best use 
of  our current resources, we are undertaking a space use 
study that will help set the library’s course for the future. 
On the list of  possible improvements are expanded 

community use space and more quiet areas for patrons who seek them.
Back to those tenets of  future-proofi ng library buildings: lovable? I 

hope BHPL has that in spades. Responsive? Some of  our space can be easily 

investments in library services. Early on, the library 
established a Youth Services  position, initially part-
time. To avoid excessive staff  turnover, which means 
better services to you, we also raised wages to parity 
with comparable libraries. Online services have 
been considerably enhanced with a better website, 
improved catalog software, a good events calendar, 
meeting room scheduling, and lots of  down-loadable 
e-content (books, audiobooks, music). In short, 
since 2001 BHPL has continuously worked to 
improve services for you, our patrons.

do. The library’s visitation stats have continued to 
increase—in 2016 we welcomed about 130,000 
people through our doors, an all-time high. This 
means that the library can sometimes feel crowded 
and less peaceful than some would like. 

Board member Lisa Arhontes-Marshall and her 
daughter, Annika, at Rich’s anniversary party.

FSG = Four Seasons Giving  
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Dan & Kate Coit
Jessica Booth & Ethan Coit
Blue Hill Bridge Club
Donna & Nick Constantinople
Merle & Bonnie Copper
Douglas & Sophie Cowan
Mary Glassanos & George Crampton 
   -FSG
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Crawford
Nancy & Tom Crowe
Jonathan and Malinda Curtis - FSG
Gladys M. Cutler
Joan & Jim Darby
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert L. Davis
Kurt & Jennifer Denlinger & Family
Margaret deRivera - in memory of 

Rufus Wanning
Judith Kaplan DeRomoet
Nina & William Doak
Melinda Donovan
Sean, Erin, Michael & Rebecca Dooley
Yvan & Donna Dupuy
Trina Dykstra & Tom Stewart
John F. Edwards, Esq.
Tony & Sarah Everdell
ExxonMobil Foundation -

recommended by Thomas & Yolanda Stein
John & Jean Eysenbach
Barrett & Jean Flanders

Nancee Bender & Richard Freeman
Betty Gatewood & George Shakespear
Peter & Anne Gilchrist
Edward B. Grimball
Julina Gylfe
Betsey Wanning Harries
Dana & Howard Harrison
George & Jan Hartman - FSG
Charles & Nancy Hatfield - FSG
Hanna & Kris Henderson - 

in honor of Jean Palmer Messex
Carol Herrmann - 

in memory of Robert O. Herrmann
Glenn & Laura Hill
Joe Colby & Judi Hilliker
Stephen Hindy
John Hodgman
Joan MacCracken & Robert Holmberg
Betsey Holtzmann
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hoppin
Hans & Laurel Huber
Janet Schlesinger & Jerry Jaffee
Roxanne Jansen - 

in memory of John & Norma Shellenberger
Jeff & Shelley Kehl
Phillips & Karen Kuhl
Drs. Donald R. & Elise B. Lehman
Jennifer & David Lisle
Deborah Little & Richard Miller

Meg & Miles Maiden
Linda & James May
Elizabeth McCrum - in honor of Jean 

Palmer Messex
Dan & Nancy McGraw
Thom McLaughlin & Dolores Seymour
Murnik Family
Linda Murnik & Hugh Nazor
Duncan & Elinor Neuhauser
Marianne New - in memory of Marydel 

Rosenfield
Tony Nicholas
Cate & Brendan O’Dwyer
Sherry Pfister
Timothy & Barbara Poole
Ron & Mary Pressman
Bonnie Preston - FSG
King Hill Farm
Vivian Pyle & Anthony Anemone - FSG
Chris & Peggy Raphael
Blasdel A. Reardon - FSG
John & Renee Richardson
Peggy Richardson
Joy & Tom Richardson
Mary & Thomas Ricks
Jeanne Rotunda & Michael Weinberg
Mary Rylands
Jean K. Savalchak
Curt & Barbara Shaw

reconfi gured, but some fi xed walls and shelves limit our ability to truly 
adapt to all community needs. BHPL is probably about as resource effective
as it can be under this roof. Though we have signifi cantly reduced our 
energy footprint, we are not yet energy productive. 

As for being perpetually signifi cant, well, that one is up to you, our patrons, 
to answer. We certainly hope so; it is the shared goal of  the library staff  
and board. If  you have thoughts on how BHPL can be the best library 
anywhere, send them my way anytime at rboulet@bhpl.net.  Thank you!

FSG = Four Seasons Giving  

Jose M. Soriano
Ruben Steck & Kirstin Witting
Thomas & Yolanda Stein
Noel Stookey & Betty Stookey
Kenneth Taplin - in memory of Gordon 

Emerson
Susan S. Taylor
Ms. Charlotte Taylor
Lisa & Rex Thors
Cheryl Coffin & Ralph Topham
Jennifer & Andrew Traub
Lansing Wagner
Wellington Management - recommended 

by Reginald & Elizabeth Thors
Wellness Chiropractic
Ellen Werner -in loving memory of Fern 

McTighe & Ed Schneider
Mrs. Caroline Werth
Nancy Werth - FSG
Rev. Persis Williams & Barbara Sorlien
Mr. Holbrook Williams
Gus & Suzanne Williamson
Sally Wilson - FSG
Ben & Micca Wootten
Marjorie Yesley - in memory of Gail Bartlett

$100-$199
Richard & Barbara Ackerman
Elizabeth Adams & Bob Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Akscin - 
in memory of Geraldine Akscin

Rick & Debra Alexander - FSG
Robert Allen & Louise Yang
Jan & David Anderson
Ms. Joyce E. Anderson
Anonymous
M.E. Astbury & Son, Inc.
Pam Aubuchon-Fields & George Fields 
Carole Beech & Carol Avery
Christopher & Nancy Baker
Jim & Tanya Bannon - FSG
David & Debbie Barry
Richard & Gail Bartlett
Aimee & Jim Church
Damian, Amy & Phoebe Bebell
Rob Loomis & Leslie Becker
Stephen Benson, Ph.D.
Tri-County Beekeepers Club
Harry & Marie Bissell
Quint Bixby & Joe Garvey
Gerhard Blaszies - in memory of 

Gail Bartlett
Blue Hill Center for Homeopathy
Blue Hill Community Market & Café - 

in memory of Gail Bartlett
Blue Hill Memorial Hospital
Lawrence & Cathi Bost
Cheryl & Rich Boulet - FSG

THANK YOU, ELLIE!

If  you have ever browsed the Friends of  the Library’s famous Book 
Nook and found a special volume for yourself  or a friend, you have Ellie 
Andy to thank. Under her dedicated guidance (and her many hundreds 
of  volunteer hours), the Friend’s book sales have sky-rocketed. Ellie will 
be retiring from a leadership role this fall, but the library will forever 
be in her debt for her years of  generous service.

Margret Baldwin leads a workshop making terracotta bunnies 
with clay donated and fi red by Rackliffe Pottery.
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Manley Bragdon - in memory of Geraldine
 Bragdon

Ms. Nancy Brill
Francis Brochu - in memory of Gail Bartlett
Steve & Susan Brookman
Anna Brown
E. Brunner
Robert Burns & Gary Schiro
Wimberley Burton & Kathleen Glennon
Mark & Mary Canner
Suzanne & Don Carmichael
Preston & Beth Carter
Mr. & Mrs. William Case
David C. Chalfant
Sally Charnow
Judith & Howard Chittenden
Mark & Elizabeth Cluett
Steve & Sandy Collier
Peter Collins
Chuck Collison
Ms. Claire S. Connor
Martha Cooper - FSG
Henry Cosentino
Martin & Semena Curlik
Annie Curtis
Kathryn Dahl
Lorie Dechar & Benjamin Fox - FSG

Daniel & Susan Dennett
J.A. Dixon & P.J. Dussault - 

in memory of Philip Joseph Dussault
Patricia Donahue
Edward Dufresne & Elizabeth LaStaiti
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford duPont
George & Pamela Elias - in memory of 

Gail Bartlett
Susan Ciccarelli Evans & Ira Evans - 

in memory of Joel Davis
Susan & Tim Farrar
Jordan-Fernald
Bob & Nina Fleming
Sherry Fletcher
William M. G. Fletcher
FM Global Foundation - recommended by

 Ann Humphrey & Aaron Glazer
Lane Franz
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Furth
Jacques & Rebecca Gagne
Elaine & Tom Gagner
Agnes & Richard Gallagher
Tracy & Nathan Gandy
Mrs. Evans Garber
Todd Gilmour
Leslie Goode - FSG
Carolyn Graves
Leda Beth Gray & David Drake
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Greenfield

John & Katie Greenman
Grace Gregor
Suzanne & Dick Grosh
Sean & Christine Guinness
Rich & Susie Gurin
Brinley & Rooney Hall
Robert & Donna Hamill
Hannah & Associates
Harborview Apartments
Michael & Ellen Harford
Barbara Haring - in memory of Matthew

 Bluestone
Gary Harmatz
Jud & Gretchen Hartmann
Frank & Wanda Henry
Ann Hill
Penelope S. Holbrook
Don & Lee Holmes
Ellie & Paul Horwitz
Timothy Houlihan & Chris Doyle
Lori Huckel & Rob Bauer
Ann Humphrey & Aaron Glazer - 

in memory of Joel Davis
Margery & Willliam Irvine - FSG
Heather & Richard Jacoby
Fran Jennings
Jane & Fred Jungbluth
Andrew & Nancy Kandutsch
Jeremy Kazan

Paul Kelly & Kate O’Dell
Susan Kerwin - FSG
Michelle Keyo & Michael Sheahan 
John Ruger & Dee Knisley
Maria Kolenda - in memory of Steve Titcomb
Patricia & Berell Kornreich
Shelley Latham & Kenton Jakub - FSG
The Law Family: Ian, Wanda, Julia, Amy
Marj Law & Joe Walls
Nicole Lawton
Vaughn & Melanie Leach - in honor of 

Tess Andree
Susan Lees
Dana & Gigi Leonard
Ronald & Lisa Lesko
William Leuszler - in memory of Elvira Bass
Lesley Litwiller & Jonathan Smallidge
William L. MacDowell
Russ & Katie Magnuson
Micky & Barbara Manicatide
Catherine Thompson & Edward Manuel
James L. Markos, Jr.
Robin Jettinghoff & John Marples
John Marshall & Kathy Olsen
Kenneth & Cherie Mason
Martha M. Massey
Clifford & Ann Mathews
Maria Matthews & Michael Scott - FSG
Patricia McCurdy

Michael McFarland
Moira McMahon & Jeff Allwine
Jon McMillan & Kathyrn Rensinbrink
Brockway McMillan
Kimball & Lisa McMullin
Carol Ann McNeal - FSG
Babs & Paul McNulty
Merck Partnership for Giving - 

recommended by Parker & Susan Hudson
Pat Whitney Messler
Brad Meyer
Carolyn Olds Mikels
Ruth & Scott Miller
Jeff & Karen Milliken
Susan & Barry Mills
Paula Deitz Morgan
Marion & Tom Morris
Bebe & Terry Moulton
Lois & John Moyer
T. J. Mueller
Linda J. Murnik
Holly & Matthew Murphy - FSG
Peg & Stan Myers - 

in memory of Elvira Bass and Ed Schneider
Sam & Jane Nesbitt
New Surry Theater
Merry & Tony Newton
Susan O’Connor
Charlie & Kathleen Osborn

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: 
RAINBOW WARRIORS

– BY SHELLEY LATHAM

When Jon Robbins was 
invited to attend a Rainbow 
Warriors meeting last April, 
he assumed it was an LGBTQ 
program. It wasn’t until he was 
sitting in the room with over 
a dozen other teenagers that 
he realized it was a writing 
group. Not a problem; Jon 
likes to write. What he found 
in the weekly meetings was 
an immediate and complete 
acceptance that kept him 
coming back. Now over a year 
later, Jon, a junior at GSA, 
has made the library a second 

home. “I never came to the 
library before joining Rainbow 

Warriors; now I come 4-5 times a week to see friends and check out books. 
I take home at least 3 books a week. I love to read.” 

Max Yntema Rhine is one of  the newest members. He is graduating 
from BHCS and will be attending the Harbor School in the fall. Unlike 
Jon, Max has been a regular library patron since moving to East Blue Hill 
from Surry 5 years ago. “After school, the library is like Times Square. 
Everyone you want to see will be there. It’s a wonderful place to hang out 
and meet friends.”

When Libby Edwardson joined BHPL as Youth Services Librarian 
in November of  2015, she made teen programming a priority. Rainbow 

Warriors fills an important 
community role of  creating a 
safe, creative space for local kids 
who aren’t already overscheduled 
with sports and other school-
run extracurriculars. “The 
schools already provide a lot 
of  options for teenagers. I 
think it is important for the 
library to offer an alternative 
for students who don’t fit 
comfor tably into those 
traditional activities.” 

Rainbow Warriors has struck a chord. Attendence averages 16 but as 
many as 24 kids have shown up to the weekly meetings where  they do 
writing activities, discuss current events, and sometimes bond and relax 
by playing Cards Against Humanity. The group has just published its fi rst 
“zine”—a small-circulation self-published work of  original or appropriated 
texts and images. “It took us awhile to get this fi rst edition out. I really 
don’t want Rainbow Warriors to feel like school, so we are a little relaxed 
about deadlines,” Libby explains. “We learned a lot in the past year, about 
the process and each other.” Rainbow Warriors will continue to meet over 
the summer. They are already busy at work on the next project.

2016 DONORS CONT’D

invited to attend a Rainbow 
Warriors meeting last April, 
he assumed it was an LGBTQ 
program. It wasn’t until he was 
sitting in the room with over 
a dozen other teenagers that 
he realized it was a writing 
group. Not a problem; Jon 
likes to write. What he found 
in the weekly meetings was 
an immediate and complete 
acceptance that kept him 
coming back. Now over a year 
later, Jon, a junior at GSA, 
has made the library a second 

home. “I never came to the 

Warriors fills an important 
community role of  creating a 
safe, creative space for local kids 
who aren’t already overscheduled 

Jon Robbins with Rainbow Warriors’ fi rst zine.

FSG = Four Seasons Giving  
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Diana Page & Oscar Ruiz
Richard & Sarah Paget
James & Bonnie Paulas
Wynn Kelley & Dale Peterson
Kathleen Podraza & Joe Perkins
Virginia Poland
Vicki Pollard & Howard Evans
Dale & Karen Prinkey
Robert J. Publicover
Katharina Radcliffe - FSG
Catherine Rees & Charles Pomilia
Hal & Lisa Reynolds
Peninsula Peace & Justice
Richard and Anna Roelofs - FSG
Martin Rosenthal & Corinne Axelrod
Donna L. Russell
Sandra & Laurie Rutman
John Ryan
Jim & Bridget Saltonstall
Colin Sarsfield - FSG
Marcia & Mike Schoettle
Steve Sears
Ms. Margot Semler
Dorrance & Patty Sexton
Mrs. Colleen B. Spangler
E. V. Spelman
The Stanton Family
W. Paul Starkey Fdn. - recommended by 

William & Barbara Starkey

FSG = Four Seasons Giving  

Rosemary & Claude Stoller
Sally & Charlie Stone
Pamela Storm
Jane Story & Michael Donahue - FSG
Sherry Streeter
Ms. Patricia Tyson Stroud
Edward Swain, III
Michael Stickney & Thomas Tabor
Paul & Kay Taheri
Sarah & James Talalay
Dr. Jenny Talbert & David Guarente
Joan Thelwell
Mary Martha Thiel
Jim & Peg Thomas
Jan Thomson & Bob Ivano
Rosemary Thorne & Patrick Moroney
Clinton & Elaine Trowbridge
Charles Trueheart & Anne Swardson
Mr. Richard Turner
Ciona Ulbrich
Volker & Mary Ulbrich
Tom & Deanne Urmy
Bruce Vermeulen & Cheryl Pelletier
Ken & Anne Vogt
Cynthia & Walter Voigt
Carolyn & Parker Waite - FSG
Julie C. Wang 
Hannah Webber & Greg Forrest
Ms. Zoe Weil & Mr. Edwin Barkdoll

Kenneth Weinberg & Holly Bartlett
Deborah Wiggs & Phil Norris 
Dr. David Williams
Tim & Alba Marina Williams
Steven Winthrop & M. Jane Williamson
Sara Willis
Tracy Winthrop
Lisa & Nick Witte
Barbara & Robert Woodhouse - 

in memory of Joel Davis

Up to $99
Heather Albert-Knopp & Erich Reed
Ronald & Mary Allen
Carlos & Jeanne Amaral
Kate & Sherwood Anderson
Anonymous (5)
Juan Aponte
Linda & Robert Arthur
Muriel T. Asbornsen
Mark Baldwin
Ms. Joni Banks
Hattie Barker & Beal Lowen
Sandy & Robert Baroody - FSG
Jo Barrett & Dennis King
Diane Bartholomew & James Dougherty
Wesley Barton
The Barton Family
Tom Batt & Galen Davis

Daksha/Janet Baumann
Edward Beach
Sonja Beal
Ms. Carole Beal
Mr. & Mrs. Scot A. Bell
Sue & Stan Bergen
Michelle Berger
Paul R. Bernard
Loren & Esther Berry
Ellen Best & Geoff Anthony
Jeannie Billings
Ron & Genice Billings
Mike & Carrie Bishop
Holly Bixby
Mr. & Mrs. George Blagden - 

in honor of Jean Palmer Messex
Lynne & Farnham Blair
Ms. Ellen V. Booraem
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Boothby
Nancy Bos
Ms. Ann Boudreaux
Barbara Bramble
Amy Bramblett & Khalif Williams - FSG
Betsy Braunhut
Candice Bray
Charles & Judy Brenton
Fred Briehl
Juanita Bruns
Gerry Bryan & Barbara Peppey

Kenneth & Kathleen Burgess
Kathie & Jack Burnett
Barbara Cabot & Ron Markman
Kate & Harry Caldwell
Janet Carpenter & Bob Salesi
Tony & Karen Chapman
Diana Chase
Katherine & Charles Claggett
Ellen C. Clark
Janet P. Clarke
Henrietta T. Clews
Charlotte Clews & Jerome Lawther
Ms. Mary Cockburn
Carolyn Coe
Constance Coffin
Peter Collier & Pi Piraeus
Lucy Collins
Joseph & Elizabeth Conlon
Thomas E. Conroy
Lou Cooper - 

in memory of Sally Cooper
Camille Cooper & Kenneth Rossner
Merle & Bonnie Copper - in memory of 

Gail Bartlett
Ronald & Cheryll Cote
Ms. Shirley Crumm
Ellen & Bruce D. Cummings
Kelly Cunnane
Lynn Curley - on behalf of Donald & 

Not many people get an opportunity to peruse the Blue Hill 
Library’s archival collection. The hundreds of  boxes, housed in the 
library’s basement, contain thousands of  documents, ranging from early 
town records and Civil War portraits to antique maps and photos from 
Adelaide Pearson’s travels around the world.

When I came to the library last year, I was so impressed with 
the extent to which the archives have been preserved and organized, 
thanks largely to the hard work of  my predecessor, Karen Wyatt. But I 
was determined to help make them more accessible. This collection is 
incredibly special, and it really belongs to the world. I wanted to make 
it that way.

Luckily, around the time 
that I started working at 
BHPL, we had a fantastic 
g r o u p  o f  d e d i c a t e d 
volunteers finishing up a 
long re-barcoding project 
and looking for something 
new to do. With such a 
thorough, patient group, 
I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to put them 
to work again helping 
to make worldwide 
access to our archives 
a reality.

Now, thanks to 
those volunteers and a grant from the 

Maine State Library Fund (that’s the 
box you checked on your taxes to 
support Maine libraries!), BHPL has 
begun the process of  digitizing some 
of  our archives. Money from the 
grant, as well as from the Friends of  
the Library, allowed us to purchase a 
new computer, scanner, and software 
to get the project underway, and for 
the past few months our volunteers 
have been working hard, carefully 
scanning each page of  some of  
our most precious historical 
documents and writing descriptions 
to accompany their digital versions.

We’re just getting started, but Blue Hill’s archives are already being 
up-loaded to a page on the Maine State Library’s Digital Commons, which 
you can check out yourself  at www.digitalmaine.com/blue_hill to see 
what we’ve been working on. In the near future, our content will also be 
found on the Digital Public Library of  America (www.dp.la), a website 
used by researchers around the world. If  this work sounds interesting 
and you would like to volunteer, just call the library.

Miss Adelaide Pearson, the driving force behind the  building of  the 
Blue Hill Public Library, had 
a stated mission to “bring 
the world to Blue Hill and 
Blue Hill to the world.” 
As stewards of  this unique 
collection, we are honored to 
open the door to researchers 
and curious citizens, in all 
locations, in the present and 
well into the future.

DIGITIZATION BRINGS BLUE HILL 
TO THE WORLD

–BY HANNAH CYRUS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Maine State Library Fund (that’s the 
box you checked on your taxes to 

it that way.
Luckily, around the time 

that I started working at 
BHPL, we had a fantastic 
g r o u p  o f  d e d i c a t e d 
volunteers finishing up a 
long re-barcoding project 
and looking for something 
new to do. With such a 
thorough, patient group, 
I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to put them 
to work again helping 
to make worldwide 

those volunteers and a grant from the 

Blue Hill Academy journal from 1868 (left) and a 
detail from an academy newspaper. (above)

Volunteer Marie Goddard
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Violet Curley
Edward & Elizabeth Curran
Priscilla Cuthbert, Phd. - 

in thanksgiving for this Holy Season
Susan Daniels
Christopher Dadian & Nina Davis
The DellaTorre/Heggestad Family
Leland Dennett
Peter & Anne Louise d’Entremont
John & Marcia Diamond
James Dinnan
Tom Bjorkman & Roxanne Donahey
Nancy Dontzin
Downeast Maine Vacation Rentals
Ms. Patricia M. Dunn
Mrs. Gayle Durnbaugh
Page W. Dwyer
EBS Blue Hill
Randy Eckard
Frederick & Susanna Elliot
Sam & Linda Emerson
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Emerson
William & Margot Entwisle
Eysenbach Family
Linda Treworgy Faatz - in memory of 

Esther Wood
Gail C. Falls
Steven Feinstein

Susan Finsen
Ann Flewelling & Charles Read
Charles & Kathy Flood
Monique Fowler - in memory of Neva 

Fowler
George & Patricia Fowler 
John Frake & Marie Ruby-Frake
Ms. Judy Garvey
GE Foundation Matching Gifts - 

recommended by Esther & Loren Berry
Naomi & Al Gerstein
Françoise Gervais & Scott Blanchard
Hendrik Gideonse
Brenda Gilchrist
George & Amy Gorman
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Grant
Larry Gross & Christine Skwiot
Kathyrn W. Grover
Susan & Charles Guilford
Courtney Haight - FSG
Judy Hakola
Bill & Nancy Hanley- in memory of 

Joel Davis
Kay Hansen
Steve & Maureen Harris - FSG
Cathy Hart
Ms. Susan Harvey
Nancy Hathaway
Dorothy B. Hayes
Fred & Prudy Heilner

Bill & Genie Henderson
Eckley & Caroline Herrick
Judyth S. Herrick
Elaine & Michael Hewes
Janice Hight
Lesley & Alex Hill
Daphne & Thomas Hinchcliffe
Pamela H. Holden
Rose Honders
Linda & Ted Hoskins
The House Family
Parker & Susan Hudson
Mark Hurvitt
Richard & Lorraine Hutchinson
Richard Hutton & John Cogswell
Ross Greenlaw & Beth Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Jacobssen
Peter & Valorie Jandreau
Jeanne & Ray Jennings - FSG
Marget Johnson & William Matlock
Robert Jones
Ms. Bernice Jones
Mr. Helmut J. Juretschke
Melody & Richard Kane
Marcia & Ed Kennedy
Janet King
Deb Kingston & Bill Stabler
Erlynne Kitagawa & Bruce Stahnke
Peter Kleban
Cynthy & George Knapp

The Koch Family
Eleni & David Koenka
Scott & Maryanne Koester
Marcia & Vaino Kola
Harrietta Land - 

in memory of Amy Van Singel
Nancy & Edward Larrabee
John & Ramona Larson
Donald Lateiner
Amy Fulton & John Laterra
Mr. Brian Le - FSG
Lucy Ledien
William & Christine Leith
Helen Lindsay
Abigail Lipson
Helena Lipstadt - FSG
Serge Liros
Lois W. Lock
Kathryn B. Lord & Andrew Miller
Vicki M. Lowe
Patricia Lown & Patrick Trowbridge 
- FSG
Carolyn MacDonald
MAE
William & Elaine Mahony
Mainescape- Don & Althea Paine
Lisa & Peter Mallory
Don & Barbara Mallow
Phil & Linda Marean Glaser
Lisa Arhontes-Marshall & 

2016 DONORS CONT’D    Chris Marshall - FSG
Frederica Marshall & Herman Kidder
Diana Marston Wood
Della Martin - FSG
Frances & John Martin
Mary B. Martin
Marilyn Martz
Liz Rees & Keith Mason
Rob & Becky McCall
Hugh McCall & Gary Freeman
Richard McElroy & Ann LeRoyer
Ms. Christina McHenry
Marcia McKeague & Christopher Austin
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill Means
John Miller
Marilyn Miller
Dee Miller
Susan & David Mills
Brook E. Minner - FSG
Lorenzo Mitchell
Shirley Moon - in memory of Alma Gray
Catherine Moore
William & Carolyn Mor
Jennifer Morrow - FSG
Ms. Claire Mortimer
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Mrozicki - 

in memory of Gail Bartlett
Eileen & Bill Mulliken
Edmund Murray
Constance Myrick

LIBRARY BOARD NOTES
The Blue Hill Public Library could not function without an 

active, passionate, dedicated, and knowledgeable board of  directors. 
It is impossible to overstate the value that these volunteers bring 
to the community. Besides being hard-working, they are a lot of  
fun. If  you ever fi nd yourself  wondering how the library can do so 
much for so many, you can thank the board. This year the library 

welcomes three new members 
to the Board of  Directors: 
Kathryn Dillon, Glenn Hill, 
and Jill Knowles. 

Edward Dufresne leaves 
the board after one term during 
which he chaired the Strategic 
Plan committe and helped chart BHPL’s direction for the near future.
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active, passionate, dedicated, and knowledgeable board of  directors. 
It is impossible to overstate the value that these volunteers bring 
to the community. Besides being hard-working, they are a lot of  
fun. If  you ever fi nd yourself  wondering how the library can do so 
much for so many, you can thank the board. This year the library 

Kathryn Dillon, Edward Dufresne, and Jill Knowles at this 
year’s Board reception.

  

VP Sarah Pebworth works the 
Plant Sale. Rit Dojny (Pres.), 
Nina Fleming, and Steve Lindsay 
at the Fall Ball.

An annual library tradition: Blue Hill second graders visit BHPL to get their fi rst library cards.

FSG = Four Seasons Giving  
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Napa Valley Wealth Management - 
recommended by Pat Baird

Catharin Newcomb
Joyce & Art Newkirk
Sue & Paul Newlin
Sigrid Noack 
The Norgang Family
Richard & Lorna Nutt
Rita O’Brien
Old Ackley Farm
Jean Olivett
Steve, Carol & Kate Orlofsky
Jennifer Osborn 
Philip & Lydia Osgood
John & Diane O’Shea
Larry & Bobby Packwood
Katherine Hall Page & Alan Hein
Parker Ridge - in memory of Joel Davis
Len Parrott - in memory of 

Cynara Sullivan Parrott
Dave & Betty Parsons
Gene & Laura Pellerano
Thomas & Mary Ann Perkins
Paul & Kip Perkinson
Jen & Dan Perry
Rebecca Peck Peterson
Thomas & Deb Pfeiffle-Cormay - 

in memory of Hope Toplin Pfeiffle
Ruth & W. Lyman Phillips
Edward Power
Janet Putnam
Kipp Quinby
Dede & Jean-Noel Ragot
Lenette Richardson
Peter & Judy Robbins
Thomas & Sachiko Rodes
Will & Maren Rosborough
Christy Ross - FSG
Peter & Julie Roth
Virginia Royster & John Chapin
The Saams Family
Jean Sandecki
Lynne Santerre
Ann Slayton - in honor of Robert M. Sargent
Eric & Eveleen Sass
Ruth Saxl
Renata & Mark Scarano
Tom Schaub & Jan Beaver
Jeff & Sharon Scheff
Norman & Donna Scheutzow
Christine Schutt & David Kesey
Wendy & Ken Schweikert
Ardene & Jim Scroggy
Herbert Seltz
June Sendrowski
Judith Shapiro
Pam Sharp
Ticia Shelton
Susan Hand Shetterly
Sandra Shumway - in memory of Joel Davis
Marti Siebert - FSG
George O. Siekkinen 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph D. Siewers

Janet Simpson
Joe & Ruthann Sitter
Cheryl Sloan
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Sly
Anne Smallidge
Peter & Donny Smith
Natasia Smith
Butler Smythe
Susan Snider & Michael Percy
Ms. Elizabeth M. Solet - FSG
William & Kathleen Spangler
Francine & Christopher Stark
Bob & Tina Stephens
Teresa Stephens
Katherine Strater
Robert & Corinne Sucsy
Caroline Sulzer & David Walker
Thomas Sweeney
Yasuyuki & Donna Tamaki
Keith & Zoe Tenney - in honor of 

Margret Baldwin
Judith & Lowell Thomas
Mr. David Thompson
Barbara G. Thorpe
Three Wishes
Paul Townsend
Marklyn Trainor
Claire Agoliati & Douglas Trenkle
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Trimble
Paul Trowbridge
Matthew Tunnessen
Johanna Turnquist
Marianne & David Vandiver
Amy & Robert Visentin
Ed & Gina Volkwein
Robert S. Walker
Anne M. Walker
Wardwell Oil
Marjorie & Alan Warner
Josh & Melanie Wehrwein
David Weiss
Marjorie & Thomas Wheeler
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Whyte
Rev. Heather C. Wicks
Robin G. Wilder
Jenney G. Wilder & Steven Labrum - 

in honor of Niven Wilder Labrum
John & Alice Wilkinson
Page & Gail Williamson
Sam Woodward & Carolyn Bower
Barbara Wright
Eleanor Wright
Karen Anthony Wyatt
Carolyn Yoder
Dean & Jean Young
George & Liz Zentz
George & Leonora Ziegler
Paul Zierk
Syedell Zove & Steve Kaufman

ARTISTS WHO SUPPORT THE LIBRARY 
The library facilitates the sale of  art through its Britton Gallery and three art 
fundraisers: Paint the Peninsula (July), the August Art Show, and The Peninsula Painters (Sept). 
Artists generously donate a portion of  their sales to the library. Thank you!

Pamela Elias
Kate Emlen
Jill Finsen
Susan Finsen
Anina P. Fuller
Françoise Gervais
Eric Glass
Melissa Greene
Nina Hartman
Dorothy B. Hayes
Em Herzstein

Our goal is to acknowledge all of our donors. 
We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
Please bring them to our attention!

Ann Poole
Rebekah Raye
Penny Ricker
Jerry Rose
Carla Heider Rosenzweig
Laura Sargent
Elizabeth Sawyer
Jack Schlueter
Elsie Sealander
Sedgwick Art Students
Walter Smalling
Bruce Stahnke
Axel Stohlberg
Sherry Streeter
Marcia Stremlau
Judy Taylor
Paul Trowbridge 
Adele Ursone 
Michael Vermette
Jennifer White 
Cynthia Winings
Goody B. Wiseman
Anne Gates Yarnall

Edee Howland
Jill Hoy
Susan Hudson
Jennifer Jacobi
Wendy Jagger
Lucy Jakub
Scarlet Kinney
Renee Lammers
Heather Lyon
Donald Mallow
Charles Marbach

Transformers
Anonymous
Virginia Drewry
The Hoagland Family 
Maurice Amado Fdn. 
Lawrence & Anne Piazza 
Circuit Breakers
Virginia B. Clark 
Mary Glassanos & George 
Crampton
Barbara Gill 
Dana & Howard Harrison
Hanna & Kris Henderson
Roxanne Jansen
Martha Kate Martin
Mary Archer Martin
Linda Murnik & Hugh Nazor
Sarah Pebworth & Julie Jo 
Fehrle
Susan S. Taylor

TALKING ABOUT OUR GENERATOR 
BHPL can now stay open during power failures 
because of  these generous donors.  Thank You!

Battery Chargers
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Adams
Anonymous (6)
Cheryl & Richard Boulet 
Leonard & Elizabeth Buck
Lynn Cheney
Mark & Elizabeth Cluett
Merle & Bonnie Copper
Lorie Dechar & Benjamin Fox
DellaTorre/Heggestad Family
Down East Writers
George & Pam Elias
Susan & Tim Farrar
George & Patricia Fowler
Ms. Judy Garvey
Gayalyn & Wallace Wojtowicz
Leda Beth Gray & David Drake
John & Katie Greenman
Grace Gregor
Betsey Wanning Harries 

Ms. Susan Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Bartlett Harvey
Parker & Susan Hudson 
Jeremy Jackson & Nancy 
Knowlton 
Michelle Keyo & Michael 
Sheahan
Shelley Latham
Vicki M. Lowe
Maria Matthews & Michael
Scott
Carol Ann McNeal
Dr. Michael & Julia McVaugh
John Miller
Clair Moncure
Duncan & Elinor Neuhauser 
Sigrid Noack
The Norgang Family
Jennifer Osborn
Larry & Bobby Packwood

Ann Pladson
Vicki Pollard & Howard Evans
Bonnie Preston
Chris and Peggy Raphael
Melinda Reach & JP Lecomte
Jean K. Savalchak
George O. Siekkinen
Joe & Ruthann Sitter 
Noel & Betty Stookey
Jenny Talbert & David 
Guarente
David Taylor
Mrs. Barbara G. Thorpe
Jeff Titon & Marta Daniels
Carolyn & Parker Waite
Ms. Julie C. Wang
Mary Whiting & Rick Traub 
Deborah Wiggs & Phil Norris

Donations in memory
of H. Curtiss Martin

BHPL staffers Halle, Libby, and Leda Beth get in the Halloween spirit.

Parker Ridge 
Peninsula Peace & Justice 
Rackliff Pottery 
Ring’s Paving Co. 
River Wind Woolies 
Saltmeadow Properties 
Sara Sara’s 
Sarahndipity Pies 
Sunset Acres Farm 
Three Wishes 
Tradewinds 
Julie Wang Garden Design 
Wardwell Oil 

Horsepower Farm 
Hydro-Photon 
Jordan-Fernald 
King Hill Farm 
Lucy’s Granola 
M.E. Astbury & Son 
MAE 
Maine Land & Garden
Design 
Mainescape 
Merle B. Grindle Agency 
No Frills Oil 
Old Ackley Farm 
One Woman Studio

David’s Folly Farm 
Downeast ME Audubon 
Downeast Maine 
   Vacation Rentals 
Dunkin Donuts 
EBS Blue Hill 
El El Frijoles 
Fairwinds Florist 
Farmhouse Inn 
The First, NA 
Four Seasons Farm 
Freshwater Stone
Leslie Goode, LMT 
Harbor House Cafe 

A New Possibility
Arborvine 
Bagaduce Music Lending Library 
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust 
Barncastle 
Blue Hill Co-op
Blue Hill Inn 
Blue Hill Memorial Hospital 
Blue Hill Wine Shop 
The Borealis Press 
The Camden Conference 
Clayfield Farm 
Colloquy Downeast 
Creature Quarters 

BUSINESS PARTNERS
BHPL is honored to have the generous support of  these local businesses and organizations 
through event sponsorship, in-kind donations, and Annual Appeal support.

Eileen Ahern
Leslie Anderson
Anya Antonovych
Margret Baldwin
Charles Fenner Ball
Sandy Baroody
Deb Belyea
Louise Bourne
Charlotte Buck
Kathryn E. Calhoun
Lynne Chamberlin
Diana Chase
Johanna Chase
Philip Chase
Katherine Churchill
Stephen Collier
Jim Conboy
Brittany Courtot
George L. Crosby
Heidi Daub
Charlene Decker
Linda Deming
Sarah Doremus

Frederica Marshall
Deborah Marshall
Mary B. Martin
Maria Matthews
Rebecca Haley McCall
Mary Ann McKella 
Jennifer Mitchell-Nevin
Larry Moffet
Rosie Moore
Jennifer Morrow
Patricia Pettigrew
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In addition to books and programming, BHPL is home to an eclectic 
museum collection. Some of  the items have local signifi cance and others 
were donated to broaden patron’s horizons. Adelaide Pearson, whose vision 
and funds made the Blue Hill Public Library 
possible, traveled the globe in the 1940s and 
50s to bring a bit of  the world to the peninsula. 
She donated many cultural artifacts to share 
with patrons, especially school children. So, 
when Richard Penfold offered to donate the 
hand-carved tam-tam he acquired while doing 
development work as a young man in Vanuatu, 
it made perfect sense.

Library donors and patrons were given a 
rare treat on May 12 & 13 when Josua Tofor 
traveled from Washington, D.C., donned 
traditional dress, and played the tam-tam 
that his father, Chief  Tofor, carved over 35 
years ago. Josua was the honored guest at the 
offi cial reception welcoming the tam-tam to 
Blue Hill. Friday evening featured introductory 
remarks by Richard about how he came to be 
in the possession of  the slit-gong and how he 
met Josua (excerpts follow). On the next day, 
Josua reprised his demonstration for kids and 
their families.

It is easy to look at the tam-tam and 
see simply an exotic artifact from a far fl ung 
island donated by a kind and generous library 
patron, but it is so much more than that. 
After Richard told his tale and before Josua 
demonstrated some of  the rhythms used in 
his village to sound alarm or begin a ceremony, 
Josua addressed the assembled guests. “I want 
to thank you all for welcoming me and my 
culture into your community.” The doors 
BHPL opens to the world swing both ways. Wherever Adelaide is, she 
is sure to be smiling.

A MAGICAL PLACE
BY RICHARD PENFOLD, MAY 12, 
2017

On the 26th of July, 1992 I was at the 
end of four exciting years spent as a fi sheries 
extension advisor in the South Pacifi c, living 
on remote islands with the wonderful people 
of Vanuatu. I was on my way out, but I had 
one thing left to do—fi nd an object of custom, 
a symbol to bring home to England that would 
always remind me of the magic of this place.

As I traveled up the remote Coast of 
North West Ambrym, my boat disappeared 

into a thick fog, a dense cloud of sulfur smoke from Benbow, the 3000-foot-high active 
volcano in the center of this island. We anchored in Limbul, and I was quite nervous 
to soon meet one of the last true kastom Chiefs left in Vanuatu, Chief Tofor, who I had 
heard stories about—stories whispered in the dark lamp light as we drank kava on Laman 
Island, stories of power, Nakimas, and custom magic. 

When I arrived I sent a couple of large fi sh to the Chief, with a request to meet him. 
After walking half way up the volcano to the jungle village 
of Fanla, Chief Tofor received me with great warmth, 
and we drank kava together. It was a beautiful night, 
and the moon was up shining brightly as we storied on. 
Then Chief Tofor sang custom songs to me. As he sang 
he beat the rhythm with the back of his bush knife. It was 
a wonderful experience.  

He led me onto his taboo ground where we stood in 
front of a line of beautifully carved tam-tams, including 
this one here. He told me about the tam-tams, and that 
he had recently carried out two custom ceremonies with 
this one. As the evening concluded we arranged for the 
tam tam to be shipped to Espiritu Santo. 

In February, 1993, Chief Tofor’s tam -tam 
arrived on a cargo boat to the port of Hull, in England. It 
was packed in a crate made of tropical hardwood that was 
later made into two beautiful tables. On arrival it had to 
be fumigated; the British customs had found a wasp nest 
inside. The tam-tam lived in my mother’s house for over 
20 years. In December ,2015, I contacted Rich Boulett 
to ask if the Blue Hill Library would be interested in 
adding the tam-tam to its collection of exotic pieces. Bruce 
Bulger was asked to design and construct a beautiful 
mahogany base so it could be free standing. Bruce even 
gave it a slight lean back, just the same as when it had 
stood, planted in Chief Tofor’s taboo ground.

Last year, I was thinking about the tam-tam, and 
this event, and trying to remember the name of the Village 
and fi nd out more information about Chief ‘Tavor’.. 
While I was doing a Google search, I hit on a picture 
of three tam-tams from Ambrym Island in the New 

York Metropolitan Museum of Art. The page was part of 
a website by a Ni Vanuatu man from Ambrym who had moved to Washington, DC in 
2012, and was carving tam-tams. I emailed the man in Pidgin English.

Imagine my surprise when he emailed me back two days later and said in pidgin 
English : “Daddy blong mi hemi chief 
Tofor!!” Here was the son of chief 
Tofor, Josua, down in D.C. making 
tam-tams!! He told me that the three 
drums in the Met were made by his 
Grandfather, Chief Tain-Mal, and 
that his Father had given one to the 
Queen when she visited Vanuatu in 
1976. So I thought… how nice… 
the Queen and I, we have such good 
taste, and we both have tam-tams in 
our houses!

front of a line of beautifully carved tam-tams, including 

FROM VANUATU TO BLUE HILL
BY SHELLEY LATHAM, DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Richard Penfold

JosuaTofor


