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The Blue Hill Public Library is one of the few places on the 
Peninsula where people of all ages and backgrounds gather to 
learn, be entertained , and to work together. As a social hotspot 
it is surpassed only by Tradewinds Marketplace. It is fair to say 
that the library is well-used and well-loved by many people.

In fact, so far this is our busiest year for patron visits in our 
long history. We are on track to top our record of 127,000 visits in 
2009. If you are involved in one of the over 80 community groups 
and non-profi ts that use our mee� ng rooms, you know that they 
are in hot demand and can be tricky to schedule. Our corner of 
the world is full of inquisi� ve, inspired, crea� ve, busy people. 
We are honored that many of them fi nd a home at BHPL.

Did you know that the library is currently open 55 hours per 
week—which puts us among the Maine libraries with the most 
service hours? Only the big city and university libraries stay open 
longer, unless you count the � ny island library that leaves a key 
under the door mat!

However, 2,860 hours per year of friendly, helpful staff  plus 
heat and electricity come at a price that only goes up. Truth is, 
as our fundraising comes down to the wire each December, we 
never know if we will raise enough money. Our budget expands 
because the needs of this community con� nue to grow. So, in 
order for this growth to be sustainable, patron dona� ons need 
to grow as well. If you have never given to the library, this is a 
great � me to start! If you are a long-� me supporter, consider 
increasing your annual gi� , even a li� le, to keep pace with rising 
costs. And if you are fortunate enough to perhaps be a major 
contributor, consider the reach and impact a gi�  to the library 
would have. No ma� er the size, your dona� on will help us “open 
doors to informa� on, culture, community and the world” for 
your friends and neighbors on the Blue Hill Peninsula.

When I was fi nishing 
g ra d u ate  s c h o o l  i n 
Boston last spring and 
was beginning to look 
for a job, I knew exactly 
what I wanted. I wanted 
to move back to Maine 
and to work in a public 
library in a small town.  
I wanted a job where I 
could answer reference 
ques� ons, create library 
p r o g ra m s ,  w o r k  i n 
circula� on, and really get to know the library patrons. I wanted 
to work in a library that was at the center of its community.

While this sounds like a perfect descrip� on of Blue Hill, it 
is important to understand that the job I described is incredibly 
rare. Many of my classmates were having trouble fi nding any 
library work, let alone their dream jobs, so I se� led myself in 
for a long job search. I decided I would hold out for just the 
right opportunity and wait as long as I needed. Blue Hill was 
the fourth job I applied to, and defi nitely my favorite. I le�  my 
interview unable to stop thinking of how much I wanted to live 
and work here.

To say I was surprised when I was off ered the Assistant 
Director posi� on at BHPL would be an understatement. I was 
fl oored, overjoyed. In the span of two weeks, I graduated with 
my Master’s degree, quit my offi  ce job, packed everything I 
owned, said goodbye to my friends and my sister in Boston, 

2016: BUSIEST YEAR YET?

Dona� ng is easy and there are many ways to support BHPL.
(plus we’ll send you a snazzy s� cker!)

• Make a direct dona� on of any amount by cash, check, or
   credit card. 
• Become a 4-Seasons donor and make automa� c monthly
    payments  
• A� end one of our fundraisers. 
• Donate or buy books from Friends of the Library 
• Include the library in your legacy plans.

More info & to donate online:  www.BHPL.net

The library is a treasured community resource, made possible by your tax-deduc� ble dona� ons.
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bought a car, and moved to Blue Hill. 
During my first months here, I have been uniformly 

impressed by the beau�ful library, the amazing staff, and the 
diverse and interes�ng patrons who come through our doors. 
My favorite thing about being here and having this job is how, 
every �me I introduce myself to someone new and say “I 
work at the library,” they respond, “Oh, I LOVE that library!” 
This has happened too many �mes to count, and it’s a truly 
special thing.

When you spend two and a half years studying library 
science, you get some pre�y detailed ideas of what a library 
could and should be. It can be hard for any real place to live 
up to those expecta�ons. I’m happy to report that the Blue 
Hill Library does, and more. From its incep�on, this library 
has been so forward thinking, with its 1930s bookmobile, film 
screenings and lectures, and the belief that anyone should be 
able to express their interests and have them supported by the 
library. I feel privileged to be upholding those ideals and being 
part of a legacy of smart, dedicated, unflinching women and 
men who have worked here before (and with!) me.

So thank you, to all who have welcomed me with such 
open arms. I hope folks con�nue to introduce themselves—I 
promise I will remember your names eventually! And if you 
have a ques�on you want answered, some research you need 
help with, an event you’d like to see (or host!), or any other 
sugges�ons, please come see me. That’s what I’m here for, 
a�er all. hannah.cyrus@bhpl.net

Blue Hill Public Library – 5 Parker Point Rd. Blue Hill, ME 04614 – (207) 374-5515 – www.bhpl.net

The Friends of the Library Holiday Party is not to be missed. 
Some people even bring their own chairs to be sure they get 
a good seat for the entertainment! All are invited December 
17th 2:00-6:00 PM for carols, cookies, music, magic and 
good cheer. 

HOLIDAY PARTY: DECEMBER 17TH!
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Like many, Cur�ss Mar�n spent his childhood summers 
in Maine. His love for the state grew during his visits with his 
grandmother in Northeast Harbor and as a Robin Hood camper 
in Brooksville. So, when he began planning for re�rement, he 
knew he wanted to se�le on the Peninsula. 

Curtiss and his wife, Virginia Drewry, built a house in 
Brooksville and started coun�ng the days un�l they could move 
here full �me. Cur�ss was alone in Brooksville on an advance trip 
in the fall of 2014 when a snow storm hit and shut down power 
to his home for two weeks. During that �me the library, which 
had extended its hours, became his connec�on to light, warmth, 
running water, electricity and small town life. He was impressed 
by how everyone came together—sharing outlets, filling water 
jugs, bringing in cookies—making sure that everyone was all 
right. “He was so touched by the welcome he felt. He spoke 
about how the library was the true center of the community, 
its heart, and how it facilitated community building,“ Virginia 
said. When Cur�ss died unexpectedly that spring, his family 
chose the library for memorial gi�s, designa�ng a special fund 
to jump-start the purchase of a generator. “There are just too 
many important things that can’t happen if the library has to 
close, whether it’s a weekly ritual for a girl and her grandfather 
or a local organiza�on’s mee�ng. How wonderful to know that 
people can depend on the library being open when they need 
it most. A generator isn’t very roman�c, but I think Cur�ss 
would approve.”

THE POWER OF CONNECTION

Say hello to the new generator! Thanks to 1 excavator, 1 general 
contractor, 1 electrician, 1 engineer, 1 caretaker, 1 library 
director, 13 board members, 7 building & grounds commi�ee 
members, 1 memorial fund, 2 family founda�ons, a bequest, 
64 individual dona�ons and the Friends of the Library, BHPL 
can now stay open when the power goes out. 


